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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
EIU CHEMISTRY PROFESSOR CO-CHAIRING INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM 
CHARLESTON -- As dozens of the world's top chemists arrive in the Chicago area 
this week, Jonathan Blitz, professor of chemistry at Eastern Illinois University, will be there 
to greet them. 
Blitz, one of two co-chairs for the seventh International Symposium on Chemically 
Modified Surfaces, worked collaboratively with Charles B. Little, formerly of the Cabot 
Corp., Tuscola, in arranging the three-day event. "Basically, as a representative of the 
academic community, I am taking care of the technical program and Dr. Little, representing 
industry, is taking care of the finances and other details," Blitz said. 
Their arrangements will affect the more than 100 scientists coming from more than 
15 countries, including Japan, India, France, the Ukraine and Brazil. Highlighting the 
program --to be held at Northwestern University-- will be three invited speakers from three 
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continents: George M. Whitesides, professor at Harvard University; Norio Tsubokawa, 
professor from Niigata University; and Jean-Pierre Aime from CPMOH Universite 
Bordeaux. 
"Dr. Blitz is in a rare position of importance for someone from a non-Ph.D. school," 
said David Ebdon, associate dean of Eastern's College of Sciences. 
Blitz, who has attended previous symposia but never before been an organizer, 
appreciates this new opportunity as a means of self-advancement -- for the name 
recognition he will receive among his peers. The EIU chemistry department similarly 
benefits for its name being associated with the organization of such an important event. 
Blitz will also author a book published by the Royal Society of Chemistry concerning 
many of the scientific discoveries discussed at the symposium. As a scientist, he 
appreciates the opportunity he has to learn from some of the best in his field. 
The agenda calls for formal presentations, as well as poster sessions where 
participants can share their work on a more one-on-one basis with each other. 
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